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CORRECTION: Astronaut Jerry Ross will be the guest speaker for the Montana Academy 
of Sciences meetings at UM, which are being held in conjunction with the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research. Please substitute the following release for the one 
dated April 19.
Contact: Diana Lurie, pharmaceutical sciences, (406) 243-2103.
NASA ASTRONAUT SPEAKS TO SCIENCE ACADEMY MEETINGS AT UM 
MISSOULA -
Air Force Col. Jerry Ross, a NASA astronaut since 1980, will be the guest speaker Friday, 
April 28, at the Montana Academy of Sciences meetings at The University of Montana. The 
meetings are being held in conjunction with the National Conference on Undergraduate Research.
Ross’ free, public talk, “STS88: Laying the Cornerstones of the International Space 
Station,” will begin at 3 p.m. in the University Theatre.
A veteran of six space flights, Ross has more than 1,130 hours in space, including just 
under 45 hours on seven spacewalks. He flew as a mission specialist on flights in 1985, 1988,
1991 and 1995 and was the payload commander on another flight in 1993. In 1998 he flew as a 
mission specialist on the first International Space Station assembly mission.
A native of Crown Point, Indiana, Ross earned bachelor’s and master’s of science degrees
-more-
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in mechanical engineering from Purdue University, where he was in the Air Force ROTC. After 
leaving the university in 1972 he entered active duty and was assigned to the Ramjet Engine 
Division of the Air Force Aero-Propulsion Laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in 
Ohio.
Four years later he completed the flight test engineer course at the Air Force’s Test Pilot 
School and was assigned to a test wing at Edwards Air Force Base in California, where he became 
chief flight test engineer for the B-l aircraft. In 1979 Ross was assigned to the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Space Center as a payload officer and flight controller, responsible for operations integration of 
payloads into the Space Shuttle.
The National Conference on Undergraduate Research on campus April 27-29 will bring in 
about 1,600 undergraduate presenters from more than 400 U.S. colleges and universities. Their 
research topics will represent a range of disciplines, including creative arts, mathematics, 
humanities, natural resources and physical sciences.
m
Editor’s note: Jerry Ross will be available to meet with media representatives at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 28, location to be announced. Call Rita Munzenrider, 243-4824, for information.
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